BENBBI

[ExRERm

|E‘J%§ |Intr0duct|on to Second Language Acquisition

B [ R ;
e 12 12HfE i
FSEE

AFAT ==

fes S

FHRBR O b 5 FEEIT L DR H

OEBRRO b 2 I L DEERR

OEBFREH~V L TERT 2R ¥ERE

FEBRE - BECOIN, M~ % k5%

BETHNT 2550

oHAGE

e
[ Eti:s

o€ Off

W7 T 47 7=V JEFERY AT D

BEONE )

The class format is a flipped classroom format, in which students deeply understand the new learning content they have prepared at home through interactive or multidirectional
discussions, such as discussions among students and discussions with teachers. In addition, while looking back on the students’ own experiences in English learning and in the
field of education, participants discuss with each other what topics are difficult to understand and acquire as learners, and then discuss with the instructor.

Furthermore, by applying the concept to a wider range of language data while conducting group discussions, we will deepen our understanding of SLA topics, and consider the
differences between first language acquisition and second language acquisition. Students learn through conducting group discussions in class. [Classes with interactive or multi-
directional discussions]

The purpose of this course is to introduce students to some well-known topics in second language acquisition (SLA). This course provides an in-depth understanding of SLA
terminology in English through discussion. In addition, while reflecting on students own experiences in English learning and in the field of education, we will discuss what
points of second language acquisition of English and other languages that are difficult for learners to understand and why. Specifically, we will consider what makes acuisition
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BHROHA of a second language harder than acquisition of the first language. At the same time, students will consider theoretical ideas up to now and cultivate the ability to identify issues.
Sl By mastering the basic concepts of SLA, students will be able to deepen their understanding of SLA topics. In addition, through discussions among students and with the
SRS instructor, students will consider their theoretical ideas and acquire the ability to identify issues.
& 1ml [Introduction
By explaining the outline of the course and relating to the topics covered in this course, students and instructors will discuss with each other what topics are difficult to
understand and master as learners, while looking back on their own experiences in English learning and the educational field. Discussions will be conducted among students and
with the instructor. [Classes with interactive or multi-directional discussions]
5 2 [A] |Finiteness and Second 1 (L2) Learners
‘When we say "finiteness" we discuss with each other what we are talking about and what "grammar" means in the first place, and how this relates to L2 studies. _Discussions
will be conducted among students and with the instructor. [Classes with interactive or multi-directional discussions]
7 3 nl [Universal Grammar (UG)
There are various types of theories related to acquisition. In class, students first discuss how they think language is acquired by humans. At the same time, we will discuss the
characteristics of English and Japanese and how differences between languages can be described. Then, we will discuss Universal Grammar (a nativist approach to language
acquisition) and how the theory describes languages and language acquisition. Discussions will be conducted among students and with the instructor. [Classes with interactive
or multi-directional discussions]
5 4 [0 IThc Critical Period Hypothesis (CPH)
What is the 'critical period'? Students discuss what they know about the Critical Period Hypothesis and how it has been applied to language acqusiiton and by extension, to
second langauge acquisition. Discussions will be conducted among students and with the instructor. [Classes with interactive or multi-directional discussions]
555 [0l [Poverty of the Stimulus (PoS)
Students are asked to consider what the ‘Poverty of the Stimulus’ refers to when discussing first and second language acqusition. How can successful language acquisiiton be
explained if we fail to consider PoS? How is PoS related to Universal Grammar? Discussions will be conducted among students and with the instructor. [Classes with
interactive or multi-directional discussions]
5 6 [l IThc Fundamental Difference Hypothesis (FDH)
The Fundamental Difference Hypothesis - Students discuss the proposal that first language acqusition is fundmentally different from second language acquisition. We will
consider what the differences are and what this means for the role of Universal Grammar in SLA. Discussions will be conducted among students and with the instructor.
[Classes with interactive or multi-directional discussions]
%7 18] IFirst Language (L1) Transfer - Prosody (PTH)
Another more recent idea comes in the form of the Prosodic Transfer Hypothesis. Students discuss what they know about prosodic transfer generally fromn their own
experience with learning English. We then go into detail what this particular hypothesis lays out in terms of what may be difficult to acquire in regards to morphology in the
second language. Discussions will be conducted among students and with the instructor. [Classes with interactive or multi-directional discussions]
%5 8 1Al IBinding Theory
One of the key ideas originally proposed with Universal Grammar was the idea that reflexive pronouns (e.g., himself) are somehow 'attached' or 'bound' to the name or
pronoun that preceeds it (e.g., John took a picture of himself). Students will use their knowledge of finiteness to be able to understand binding theory and what the
F consequences are for SLA. Discussions will be conducted among students and with the instructor. [Classes with interactive or multi-directional discussions]

F 9l ILl Transfer - Tense and Aspect

After explaning the characteristics of English ‘Tense’ and ‘Aspect’, students discuss how the Japanese ‘Tense’ and ‘Aspect’ system differs from English and how transfer
affects Japanese learners of English and English learners of Japanese. Discussions will be conducted among students and with the instructor. [Classes with interactive or multi-
directional discussions]

5100 IBmtleneck Hypothesis and Feature Reassembly Hypothesis (BH & FRH)

The Bottleneck Hypothesis suggests that in SLA, meanings themselves are not problematic; working out how they are expressed via second language morphology is what causes
problems, creating an acquisition bottleneck. The Feature Reassembly Hypothesis believes that the process of learning L2 is not only about selecting formal features not selected
in L1, but also the feature bundles associated with functional categories and vocabularies, including those that are selected. We discuss in class what these hypotheses mean for
second language learners. Discussions will be conducted among students and with the instructor. [Classes with interactive or multi-directional discussions]

5110 IRepresentational Deficit Hypothesis and Missing Surface Inflectional Hypothesis (RDH & MSIH)

The Representational Deficit Hypothesisis is about the apparent failure of most adult second language learners to achieve native-like success. Alertantively, another explanation
for non-target like suppliance of morphology is the Missing Surface Inflectional Hypothesis which does not assume a deficit. We discuss in class what these hypotheses mean
for second language learners._Discussions will be conducted among students and with the instructor. [Classes with interactive or multi-directional discussions]

5120 IA Comparison Between UG and Non-UG Frameworks - ‘Empiricist Emergentist” Approach

This topic is the first of two that look at language acquisition from a different perspective. Students are to discuss the ‘Empiricist Emergentist’ Approach and determine how it
differs from a nativist approach. Discussions will be conducted among students and with the instructor. [Classes with interactive or multi-directional discussions]

#5130 |A Comparison Between UG and Non-UG Frameworks - ‘Nativist Emergentist” Approach

This is the second look at language acquisition from a different perspective. Students are to discuss the ‘Nativist Emergentist’ Approach and determine how it differs from the
‘Empiricist Emergentist” Approach. Discussions will be conducted among students and with the instructor. [Classes with interactive or multi-directional discussions]




#5114 [[] ILl Transfer and Instruction

Students have a chance to discuss the role of L1 transfer and how this may affect instruction in the second language. Students can discuss their own experiences of instruction
and whether it helps overcome L1 transfer effects. Discussions will be conducted among students and with the instructor. [Classes with interactive or multi-directional
discussions]

%150 IPrcscntation

Students have to present on an SLA topic they are particularly interested. In addition, there will be Q&A and each topic will be discussed in class. Discussion will be conducted
among students and with the instructor. [Classes with interactive or multi-directional discussions]
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Students are able to purchase the course book online at https://www.amazon.co.jp

Students will be able to download copies of lecture slides as handouts from Google Classroom.
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RO 71k Presentations 50%, term papers 50%

BB~ S email: nealsnape@mail.gpwu.ac.jp

BE LS Students are required to purchase the course book.

RSHERH (T3

Pre-study: Read the planned parts of the text and references carefully in advance.
Post-learning: Review and deepen your understanding of what you have learned in class.
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Most of the classes given throughout the course are based on the course book Where the book does not cover a particular topic, handouts will be provided to students.




